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Born in Antwerp, 27 June 1956.

After completing his law studies at the University of Antwerp (licentiate in law cum laude 1979,), Wilfried Rauws was a
PhD researcher at the University of Antwerp. He received the title of Doctor of Laws with his PhD thesis "Civil law
termination of the employment contract" (summa cum laude, University of Antwerp, 1986) after he obtained a special
degree in social law (magna cum laude, Free University of Brussels, 1981).

After being a lecturer at an economic high school in Antwerp and the University of Antwerp, he is currently a full professor
at the Faculty of Law and Criminology of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB, Free University of Brussels) and a part-time
professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Maastricht where he is responsible for teaching and research in the social
law, with an emphasis on labor law. In June 2014 he was elected dean of the Faculty of Law and Criminology of the VUB.
He's been sixteen years attorney at the Antwerp Bar, where he is now honorary attorney, and is deputy judge in the Court
of Appeal in Antwerp. He teaches at the trainee attorneys of the jurisdiction Antwerp.

He has published on various social law and labour law issues, including labor relations in the education sector.

Besides the membership of the editorial board of the Rechtskundig Weekblad, Rauws is a member of the editorial board of
the ‘Tijdschrift voor Sociaal Recht’ (Journal of Social Law), the ‘Tijdschrift voor Onderwijsrecht en —Beleid’ (Journal for
Education Law and Education Policy), and the ‘Tijdschrift voor Privaatrecht’ (Journal for Private Law).

He is the representative of Belgium in the European network of universities, the European Labour Law Network. He is also
a member of several law associations, such as the Belgian Association for Labour Relations, where he is currently the
chairman.

He is since 2014 deputy member of the Board of Appeal concerning discipline for public high schools.
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Full name: prof. dr. Wilfried Jozef Maria Rauws, born on the 27th June of 1956.

Short bio: Wilfried Rauws was a Full Professor Emeritus at the Free University of Brussels from 2001 until 2021, where he
taught Belgian labour law and social security law, EU-employment law, and comparative labour law. He was the elected
Dean of the Faculty of Law and Criminology from 2015-19.

Previously, he's been sixteen years attorney at the Antwerp Bar 1986-2000, and again after his retirement in 2021 at the
university dealing with labour law cases, and a part-time senior lecturer professor at the Law Faculty of the University of
Maastricht in the Netherlands from 2001-2019.

Wilfried Rauws is currently deputy judge in the Court of Appeal.

Wilfried Rauws is member of the chief editor of the main Belgian legal periodical ‘Rechtskundig Weekblad’ (Weekly
Journal of Law), and member of the editorial board of the ‘Tijdschrift voor Privaatrecht’ (Journal of Private Law).

Wilfried Rauws is the national expert for Belgium of the European Labour Law Network (ELLN), which is headed by Prof.
dr. Bernd Waas, Goethe Universitat Frankfurt, Germany.

Wilfried Rauws was the president of the Belgian Association for Labour Relations.



