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alexanDre JuBelin

Par le fer et par le feu. 
Combattre dans l’Atlantique 

(XVIe –XVIIe siècles)
3DULV��3DVVpV�FRPSRVpV��������SS�����

I n Par le fer et par le feu. Combattre dans l’Atlantique (XVIe –XVIIe 
siècles),�DXWKRU�$OH[DQGUH�-XEHOLQ�LQYHVWLJDWHV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�QDYDO�FRPEDW�
LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�2FHDQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VL[WHHQWK�DQG�HDUO\�VHYHQWHHQWK�FHQWX-

ries���7KLV�SHULRG�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�VORZ�DQG�JUDGXDO�LPSURYHPHQW�RI�QDYDO�DUWLO-
OHU\��ZKLFK��DOWKRXJK�DGRSWHG�VLQFH�WKH�ODWH�0LGGOH�$JHV�UHPDLQHG�PDUNHGO\�XQ-
UHOLDEOH�DQG�LPSUHFLVH�DW�VHD��7KLV�GHYHORSPHQW�HYHQWXDOO\�OHDG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�

�� 7KH�ERRN�LV�EDVHG�RQ�GRFWRUDO�UHVHDUFK�FDUULHG�RXW�DW�6RUERQQH�8QLYHUVLW\�XQGHU�WKH�GLUHF-
WLRQ�RI�2OLYLHU�&KDOLQH�

1$0��$QQR���±�Q����
'2,��������������������������
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RI�WKH�VHYHQWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�WR�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�ORQJ�UDQJH�DUWLOOHU\�DQG�WKH�OLQH�RI�
EDWWOH�DV�WKH�SUHIHUUHG�WDFWLFV��+HQFH��WKH�DXWKRU�FRKHUHQWO\�FKRRVHV�WKH�)LUVW�$Q-
JOR�'XWFK�:DU�������������DV�WKH�V\PEROLF�terminus�IRU�KLV�ZRUN��DUJXLQJ�WKDW�
RQO\�DURXQG�WKDW�WLPH�ERDUGLQJ�EHFDPH�OHVV�FRPPRQ�DV�WKH�SULPDU\�DQG�GHFLVLYH�
SKDVH�RI�D�QDYDO�HQJDJHPHQW�

1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�ERG\�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�HDUO\�PRG-
HUQ�PDULWLPH�KLVWRU\��WKH�VWXG\�RI�QDYDO�FRPEDW�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�XQGHU�FRQVLG-
HUDWLRQ�KDV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�EHHQ�QHJOHFWHG�E\�KLVWRULDQV��2QH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�UHDVRQV�LV�
WKH�UHODWLYH�VFDUFLW\�RI�VRXUFHV�RQ�QDYLHV�DQG�WKH�DFWXDO�XQIROGLQJ�RI�FRPEDW��H�J��
FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��DQG�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�LQ�FROOHFWLQJ�DQG�LQWHUSUHW-
LQJ�WKH�DYDLODEOH�VRXUFHV��,QGHHG��IXOO\�ÀHGJHG�QDYDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV�RQO\�EHJDQ�
WR�HPHUJH�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�VHYHQWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��H�J��LQ�)UDQFH��7KH�NHHS-
LQJ�RI�RUGHUO\�DUFKLYHV�FRQVWLWXWHG�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�IUXLWIXO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKLV�
GHYHORSPHQW��%HVLGHV��-XEHOLQ�DUJXHV�WKDW�SHUVLVWLQJ�LQWHUHVW�VKRZQ�IRU�SLUDF\�KDV�
RIWHQ�FDQQLEDOLVHG�GLVFXVVLRQV2��7KHUHIRUH��WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�WKH�REMHFW�RI�DQDO\VLV��
QDYDO�FRPEDW��-XEHOLQ�GLYHUVL¿HV�KLV�VRXUFHV��ZKLFK��DOWKRXJK�QRQ�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW�
SHU�VH��FRPSOHPHQW�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�FRKHUHQW�DQG�FRQYLQFLQJ�SLFWXUH3. 
)LUVWO\��WKH�DXWKRU�DQDO\VHV�QDUUDWLYHV�DQG�UHFRUGV�RI�QDYDO�HQJDJHPHQWV��ZKLFK�
IRU�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�DUH�QRW�DOZD\V�DFFXUDWH��6HFRQGO\��KH�VWXGLHV�WUHDWLVHV�RQ�WKH�
DUW�RI�QDYDO�ZDUIDUH�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�EHIRUH�WKH�GHSDUWXUH�RI�WKH�ÀHHWV��
7KLUGO\��KH�DYDLOV�KLPVHOI�RI�WKH�LQYDOXDEOH�SLHFHV�RI�HYLGHQFH�SURYLGHG�E\�PDUL-
WLPH�DUFKDHRORJ\��QRWDEO\�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�VDOYDJH�RI�WKH�ZUHFN�DQG�DUWHIDFWV�RI�
WKH�(QJOLVK�7XGRU�FDUUDFN�0DU\�5RVH��ZKLFK�VDQN�LQ�������-XEHOLQ�PDNHV�IHZHU�
UHIHUHQFHV�WR�WKH�HTXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�ZUHFN�RI�WKH�6ZHGLVK�VKLS�RI�WKH�OLQH�9DVD��
ZKLFK�VDQN�RQ�LWV�PDLGHQ�YR\DJH�LQ�������)RXUWKO\��KH�WDNHV�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�
PRGHUQ�GD\�H[SHULPHQWV��HVSHFLDOO\�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�IXQFWLRQLQJ�RI�DUWLOOHU\�

5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�ERRN¶V�VWUXFWXUH��D�EULHI�LQWURGXFWLRQ�H[SODLQV�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�DLPV�
DQG�DQJOHV�RI�DQDO\VLV��SS����������&KDSWHUV���DQG���UHVSHFWLYHO\�RXWOLQH�WKH�VKLS�
GHVLJQV�DQG�QDYDO�DUWLOOHU\�HPSOR\HG�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�DQG�WKH�PDMRU�WUHQGV�LQ�
WKHLU�HYROXWLRQ��SS����������7KH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�VDLOLQJ�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�
LQYROYHG�ORJLVWLFDO��WHFKQRORJLFDO�DQG�QDXWLFDO�LPSURYHPHQWV��H�J��ZLWK�WKH�GHYHO-

�� $OH[DQGUH�JUBELIN, Par le fer et par le feu��&RPEDWWUH�GDQV� O·$WODQWLTXH� �;9,H�²;9,,H�
VLqFOHV���3DULV��3DVVpV�FRPSRVpV��������SS��������

�� ,ELG���S�����
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RSPHQW�RI�WKH�RFHDQJRLQJ�YHVVHOV�FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�JDOOHRQV��1DYDO�JXQQHU\�
RQ�LWV�SDUW�UHPDLQHG�UDWKHU�XQUHOLDEOH�DQG�RIWHQ�LQHIIHFWLYH��1RQHWKHOHVV��LW�FRXOG�
VRPHWLPHV�GHFLGH� D�SDUWLFXODU� HQJDJHPHQW�� -XEHOLQ� FRPSDULQJ� LWV�XVH� WR�JDP-
EOLQJ4��&KDSWHUV���DQG���IRFXV�RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�IDFWRU�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�WKH�FUHZV�DQG�
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�SUHSDULQJ� WKHP�IRU�FRPEDW��SS�����������&KDSWHUV���DQG��� WKHQ�
DGGUHVV�PDQHXYHULQJ��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�JDLQLQJ�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�
ZHDWKHU�JDXJH��DQG�ORQJ�UDQJH�DUWLOOHU\�FRPEDW�ZLWK�LWV�OLPLWDWLRQV��SS������������
7KH�¿QDO�DQG�PRVW�VXEVWDQWLDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�ERRN��FKDSWHUV���WR�����LV�GHYRWHG�WR�
WKH�VKRUW�UDQJH�PHOHH�DQG�EORRG\�ERDUGLQJV�WKDW�XVXDOO\�HQVXHG�RQFH�WKH�YHVVHOV�
FDPH�LQWR�FRQWDFW��SS������������/DVWO\��WKH�DXWKRU�SURYLGHV�VRPH�EULHI�FRQFOXG-
LQJ�UHPDUNV��SS�����������

7KH�0DU\�5RVH���$QWKRQ\�5ROO��6RXUFH��:LNLPHGLD�&RPPRQV��

�� ,ELG���S������
�� 7KH�0DU\�5RVH��ODXQFKHG�LQ�������ZDV�DQ�(QJOLVK�ZDUVKLS�WKDW�VDZ�KHU�ODVW�DFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�

WKH�)UHQFK�RQ����-XO\�������ZKHQ�VKH�VDQN�QHDU�WKH�,VOH�RI�:LJKW��+HU�ZUHFN�ZDV�ORFDWHG�
LQ������DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�2FWREHU�������7KH�$QWKRQ\�5ROO��������LV�DQ�LOOXPLQDWHG�PDQXVFULSW�
FRQWDLQLQJ�GHSLFWLRQV�RI�DOO�VKLSV�LQ�+HQU\�9,,,·V�QDY\��7R�EH�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
0DU\�5RVH�DUH�WKH�SURPLQHQW�TXDUWHUGHFN�DQG�IRUHFDVWOH��ZKLFK�VWLOO�DGKHUHG�WR�PHGLHYDO�
VKLSEXLOGLQJ�WUDGLWLRQV��
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Par le fer et par le feu�FRPELQHV�WKH�VWXG\�RI�QDXWLFDO�DQG�VKLSEXLOGLQJ�WHFK-
QLTXHV��PDULWLPH�KLVWRU\��SV\FKRORJ\�RI�FRPEDW�DQG�DQWKURSRORJ\�WR�SURYLGH�D�
]RRPHG�XS� DQDO\VLV� RI� FRPEDW�� JRLQJ�EH\RQG� WKH� GHVFULSWLRQ�RI� WKH�ZHDSRQV��
ÀHHWV� DQG� FUHZV� LQYROYHG��� ,QGHHG�� -XEHOLQ� LQYHVWLJDWHV� WKH� LQWHUSOD\� EHWZHHQ�
WKHVH�YDULRXV�IDFWRUV��WHFKQLFDO��KXPDQ��WDFWLFDO���ZKLFK�GHWHUPLQHG�WKH�SUDFWLFDO�
RXWFRPH�RI�QDYDO�HQJDJHPHQWV��$OWKRXJK�DOUHDG\�SURSRVHG�LQ�PLOLWDU\�KLVWRU\��
WKLV�DSSURDFK�LV�QHZ�DV�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�QDYDO�ZDUIDUH�LV�FRQFHUQHG��,Q�D�FRQWH[W�
ZKHUH� DUWLOOHU\� UHPDLQHG� LQDFFXUDWH� DQG� FKDUDFWHULVHG� E\� D� VORZ� UDWH� RI� ¿UH��
ERDUGLQJ�DQG�FORVH�FRPEDW�ZLWK�¿UHDUPV�DQG�FROG�VWHHO�VWLOO�SURYLGHG�WKH�GHFLVLYH�
FOLPD[�LQ�EDWWOH��7KH�SDJHV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�VHTXHQFH�RI�HYHQWV�LQYROYHG�LQ�FORVH�
FRPEDW��ZLWK�LWV�EUXWDOLW\�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�YDULDEOHV��UHDOO\�EULQJ�WKH�UHDGHU�RQ�
ERDUG�WKH�YHVVHOV�ZKHUH�VDLORUV�DQG�VROGLHUV�ZHUH�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�OLYHV�ZLWK�QR�
UHWUHDW�URXWH�RSHQ��:KDW�HPHUJHV�LV�D�FKDRWLF�VHQVRULDO�HQYLURQPHQW�GRPLQDWHG�
E\� LQWHQVH�QRLVHV��KLJK�FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI� DOFRKRO��¿UHV� DQG� WKH�XELTXLWRXV� WKLFN�
VPRNH�JHQHUDWHG�E\�DUWLOOHU\�DQG�VPDOOHU�¿UHDUPV���,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��-XEHOLQ�KLJK-
OLJKWV�WKDW�WKH�SULPDU\�UROH�RI�WKH�FDSWDLQ�ZDV�WR�RUJDQLVH�DQG�PRWLYDWH�WKH�FUHZ�
DV�EHVW�DV�KH�FRXOG�EHIRUH�DQG�GXULQJ� WKH�HQJDJHPHQW��DFWLQJ�ERWK�DV�D� OHDGHU�
(capitaine-meneur) and a strategic thinker (capitaine-stratège)8. 

7KH�ERRN�KDV�DOVR�WKH�PHULW�RI�FRQWH[WXDOLVLQJ�WKH�Invincible Armada�H[SHGL-
WLRQ�RI�������WUDGLWLRQDOO\�VHHQ�DV�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�VXSHULRU�ORQJ�UDQJH�
(QJOLVK�JXQQHU\��+RZHYHU��DOWKRXJK�WKH�6SDQLVK�SURYHG�FRQVLVWHQWO\�XQDEOH�RI�
ERDUGLQJ� WKH� VZLIWHU�(QJOLVK�YHVVHOV�� WKHLU� VWXUGLHU� VKLSV�RQO\� VXIIHUHG� OLPLWHG�
GDPDJHV� IURP� DUWLOOHU\��7KHLU� IDWH�ZDV� VHDOHG� E\� WKH� FRQIXVLRQ� DQG� FROOLVLRQV�
ZKLFK�IROORZHG�WKH�XVH�RI�¿UHVKLSV�E\�WKH�(QJOLVK�DQG�D�UDJLQJ�VWRUP�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�
Sea���-XEHOLQ�SRLQWV�IRU�LQVWDQFH�WR�WKH�EDWWOH�RI�WKH�$]RUHV�RI������DV�D�PRUH�H[-
HPSODU\�HSLVRGH��UHIHUULQJ�WR�LW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ERRN�LQ�KLV�DUJXPHQWV��.

6 &LSROOD�DQG�*XLOPDUWLQ�IRU�LQVWDQFH�SURYLGHG�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�WUHDWPHQWV�RI�WKH�WRSLF��
&DUOR�0��CIPOLLA, Guns, Sails, and Empires: Technological Innovation and the Early 
3KDVHV�RI�(XURSHDQ�([SDQVLRQ������²������1HZ�<RUN��3DQWKHRQ�%RRNV��������-RKQ�
)UDQFLV�GUILMARTIN��¶*XQV�DQG�*XQQHU\·��LQ�5REHUW�GARDINER�	�5LFKDUG�:��UNGER 
�(GV����&RJV��&DUDYHOV�DQG�*DOOHRQV��7KH�6DLOLQJ�6KLS�������������/RQGRQ�&RQZD\�
0DULWLPH�3UHVV��������&I�� -RKQ�+� PARRY, (XURSH�DQG�D�:LGHU�:RUOG�����������, 
/RQGRQ��+XWFKLQVRQ��������SS��������

�� JUBELIN, Par le fer et par le feu��SS����������
�� ,ELG���������������������������
�� ,ELG���SS��������
��� (�J��LELG���SS���������������
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7KH�DXWKRU¶V�UHVHDUFK�IRFXVHV�RQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK�VRXUFHV�DQG��WR�D�OHVVHU�
GHJUHH��)UHQFK�RQHV��7KH�HTXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�3RUWXJXHVH�DQG�'XWFK�QDYLHV�DUH�QRW�
GHDOW�ZLWK����7KH�DXWKRU� H[SODLQV� WKDW�KLV�$WODQWLF� IRFXV� LV�GHVLJQHG�HVSHFLDOO\�
WR� H[FOXGH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�QDYLHV� IURP� WKH�DQDO\VLV��JLYHQ� WKH�GLIIHUHQW�QDWXUDO�
FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�QDXWLFDO��WHFKQLFDO�DQG�WDFWLFDO�VROXWLRQV�DGRSWHG��QRWDEO\�WKH�SHU-
VLVWLQJ�FHQWUDOLW\�RI�WKH�JDOOH\����$OWKRXJK�QRW�PHQWLRQHG��WKH�$WODQWLF�JHRJUDSK-
LFDO� GHOLPLWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ERRN� DOVR� MXVWL¿HV� WKH� H[FOXVLRQ� RI� WKH� FRPSDUDWLYHO\�
DGYDQFHG�'DQR�1RUZHJLDQ�DQG�6ZHGLVK�ÀHHWV�IURP�WKH�DQDO\VLV��VLQFH�WKHLU�DF-
WLYLW\�ZDV�FHQWUHG�RQ�WKH�%DOWLF�6HD����6RPHWLPHV��WKH�UHDGHU�PD\�JHW�WKH�LPSUHV-
VLRQ�WKDW�FHUWDLQ�WRSLFV�FRXOG�KDYH�GHVHUYHG�PRUH�VSDFH��H�J��WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�
UHOLJLRXV�VWULIH�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�EORRGLQHVV�RI�QDYDO�HQJDJHPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
&DWKROLF�6SDQLVK�DQG�3RUWXJXHVH�DQG�WKH�5HIRUPHG�(QJOLVK��'XWFK�DQG�)UHQFK�
+XJXHQRWV���� ,Q� D� UHODWLYHO\� FRQFLVH� ELEOLRJUDSK\�� WKH� UHIHUHQFH� WR� -DQ�*OHWH¶V�
IRXQGDWLRQDO�UHVHDUFK�LQ�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�QDYDO�KLVWRU\�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�KLV�Warfare at 
6HD�������������0DULWLPH�&RQÀLFWV�DQG�WKH�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�(XURSH��. 

1RQHWKHOHVV��DV�H[SODLQHG�E\� WKH�DXWKRU� LQ�D�¿QDO�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�QRWH�� WKH�
ERRN�VHHNV�WR�PDNH�DYDLODEOH�KLV�UHVHDUFK�ZLGHO\�DQG�WKXV�KDV�EHHQ�VKRUWHQHG�WR�
WKH�RULJLQDO�GRFWRUDO�WKHVLV������SDJHV�ORQJ�DQG�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH�IRU�WKRVH�LQWHU-
HVWHG�LQ�IXUWKHU�GHWDLOV����,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��Par le fer et par le feu SURYLGHV�DQ�LQQR-
YDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�QDYDO�ZDUIDUH��DFFHVVLEOH�QRW�RQO\�WR�PDULWLPH�
KLVWRULDQV�DQG�VSHFLDOLVWV�EXW�DOVR�WR�D�ZLGHU�SXEOLF�

         SteFano cattelan17

11� 6RPH�H[FHOOHQW�RYHUYLHZV�RI�WKH�'XWFK�QDY\�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�(QJOLVK��IRU�LQVWDQFH��-DDS�
5��BRUIJN, The Dutch Navy of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries��&ROXPELD��8QL-
YHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�&DUROLQD�3UHVV��������-DDS�5��BRUIJN�	�)HPPH�GAASTRA, Ships, Sailors 
DQG�6SLFHV��(DVW�,QGLD�&RPSDQLHV�DQG�WKHLU�6KLSSLQJ�LQ�WKH���WK����WK�DQG���WK�&HQWXULHV, 
$PVWHUGDP��1(+$�������

�� JUBELIN, Par le fer et par le feu��S�����
��� 2Q�WKH�'DQR�1RUZHJLDQ�1DY\��VHH�0DUWLQ�BELLAMY, Christian IV and his Navy��/HLGHQ��

%ULOO�������
�� JUBELIN, Par le fer et par le feu��SS����������
��� -DQ�GLETE, :DUIDUH�DW�6HD�������������0DULWLPH�&RQÁLFWV�DQG�WKH�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�(X-

rope��/RQGRQ��5RXWOHGJH��������5HIHUHQFH�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�DOVR�WR�WKH�PRUH�VXE-
VWDQWLDO�Navies and Nations��LGHP��Navies and Nations: Warships, Navies and State-Buil-
GLQJ�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�$PHULFD�������������,��6WRFNKROP��$OPTYLVW�RFK�:LNVHOO�������

16 JUBELIN, Par le fer et par le feu��S�������$YDLODEOH�RSHQ�DFFHVV�DW�KWWSV���DOH[DQGUHMXEHOLQ�IU�
��� 3RVWGRFWRUDO�5HVHDUFKHU��9ULMH�8QLYHUVLWHLW�%UXVVHO��5HVHDUFK�*URXS�&RQWH[WXDO�5HVHDUFK�

LQ�ODZ��&25(��	�&DUOVEHUJ�)RXQGDWLRQ��


